UNUSUAL PET - No. 01 INTERMEDIATE

AXO].Otl DIFFICULTY

Ambystoma mexicanum 00000

WHY IT TURNS HEADS

Regrows lost limbs, heart tissue,
even parts of its own brain.

o —
o«
T—
=

“The salamander that never grows up”

Quick stats

() ADULT SIZE @ LIFESPAN
9-12 in (23-30 cm) 10-15 years
?1 DIET  ACTIVITY
Carnivore — worms, pellets Calm; cool-water
Q SOCIAL NEEDS @ HANDLING
Solo Look, don’t touch

Care at a glance

0 HOUSING

20+ gal aquarium, gentle filter, sand or bare floor

* CLIMATE

Cold water 60—64°F (16—18°C) — no heater

X TIME COMMITMENT
Moderate — steady water care

Great for Not for
 Fishkeepers & patient observers X Anyone wanting to cuddle a pet
+ Cool homes or a chiller budget X Hot rooms with no way to cool the water

LEGALITY

<" Banned in some areas (e.g. California). Always check local law. Beyond Cats & Dogs - field reference




UNUSUAL PET - No. 02 INTERMEDIATE

Hedgehog

African pygmy hedgehog 000CO

WHY IT TURNS HEADS

“Self-anoints” — froths saliva
over its spines for reasons still
unknown.

“Small, spiny, and full of opinions”

Quick stats

() ADULT SIZE (© LIFESPAN
6-8 in - under 1 Ib 4-6 years
i DIET  ACTIVITY
Insectivore — insects & quality cat food Nocturnal
O SOCIAL NEEDS { HANDLING
Solitary Gentle, daily to tame

Care at a glance
0 HOUSING
Roomy solid-floor cage, hide, large solid wheel

8 CLIMATE
Warm 72-80°F — never let it get cold

X TIME COMMITMENT

Moderate
Great for Not for
+ Calm night owls with patient hands X Young children
« People wanting a small, low-odor pet X Light sleepers (3 a.m. wheel runs)

LEGALITY

<" Banned in some states & cities (e.g. CA, NYC). Check local law. Beyond Cats & Dogs - field reference




UNUSUAL PET - No. 03

Sugar Glider

Petaurus breviceps

ADVANCED

DIFFICULTY
00000

|
N

WHY IT TURNS HEADS

Glides up to ~50 ft on a built-in
skin parachute (the patagium).

“A pocket-sized gliding marsupial”

Quick stats

() ADULT SIZE
~6 in body + long tail

?1 DIET

Specialized — protein, fruit/veg, nectar

SOCIAL NEEDS

R
Pairs or groups — never alone

Care at a glance

0 HOUSING

Tall cage with branches, ropes & pouches
8 CLIMATE

Warm room

X TIME COMMITMENT
High — diet prep & bonding daily
Great for
 Dedicated, evening-friendly owners

 People committed to keeping 2 2

LEGALITY
V4

Banned or permit-only in some states. Check local law.

@ LIFESPAN
10-15 years

L ACTIVITY
Nocturnal

{ HANDLING
Bonds via daily “pouch time”

Not for
X Anyone wanting a single, easy pet

X Impulse buyers

Beyond Cats & Dogs - field reference




UNUSUAL PET - No. 04 EXPERT

Fennec Fox

Vulpes zerda o000O

WHY IT TURNS HEADS

Those giant ears radiate heat and
hear prey moving underground.

® O
AL

“The desert’s big-eared sprite”

Quick stats

(M ADULT SIZE @ LIFESPAN
2-3 Ib — smallest fox 10-14 years
?1 DIET ACTIVITY
Omnivore — commercial food, insects, meat Nocturnal & hyperactive
oo SOCIAL NEEDS @ HANDLING
" Pairs / bonded Skittish; keeps wild instincts

Care at a glance

0 HOUSING

Escape-proof — it digs, climbs AND leaps
8 CLIMATE

Warm

X TIME COMMITMENT

Very high
Great for Not for
 Experienced exotic keepers with space X Apartments & first-time owners
+ Tolerant (and forgiving) neighbours X Families wanting a dog-like pet

LEGALITY
V4

A legal patchwork — often permit-only or banned. Check carefully. Beyond Cats & Dogs - field reference




UNUSUAL PET - No. 05 INTERMEDIATE

Pygmy Goat

Pygmy / Nigerian Dwarf 000CO

WHY IT TURNS HEADS

“If a fence can’t hold water, it
can’t hold a goat.”

“Affectionate, clever, and escape-prone”

Quick stats

(m ADULT SIZE @ LIFESPAN
16—23 in at the shoulder 10-15 years
g DIET J0- ACTIVITY
Herbivore (ruminant) — hay & browse “"  Diurnal
20 SOCIAL NEEDS @ HANDLING
Herd animal — never just one (2 2) Friendly & social
Care at a glance
HOUSING
Goat-proof fencing + shelter, outdoors
CLIMATE
Outdoor with weather shelter
X TIME COMMITMENT
High
Great for Not for
 Rural / large-yard owners with 2 2 X Apartments & indoor-pet hopes
« People who enjoy livestock care X Anyone wanting just one goat

LEGALITY

<" Often zoned as livestock — check residential zoning. Beyond Cats & Dogs - field reference




UNUSUAL PET - No. 06 BEGINNER

Tarantula

Theraphosidae L X JONONO)

WHY IT TURNS HEADS

A female can outlive your car —
some reach 30 years.

“Low-maintenance, long-lived, oddly calming”

Quick stats

() ADULT SIZE @ LIFESPAN

Coin- to dinner-plate span Females 20-30 years
i DIET  ACTIVITY

Insectivore — feeds weekly Nocturnal & sedentary
O SOCIAL NEEDS @ HANDLING

Solitary Minimal to none

Care at a glance
0 HOUSING
Snug enclosure — ground or arboreal by species

0 CLIMATE
Humidity set to the species’ home range

X TIME COMMITMENT

Very low
Great for Not for
« Fascinated observers X Anyone seeking an affectionate pet
 People wanting an ultra-low-effort pet X The genuinely spider-averse

LEGALITY

<" Mostly legal; some areas regulate exotic invertebrates. Beyond Cats & Dogs - field reference




UNUSUAL PET - No. 07

Bearded Dragon

Pogona vitticeps

INTERMEDIATE

DIFFICULTY
00000

AAAAAAAAA

WHY IT TURNS HEADS

Waves one arm — a genuine
submissive gesture they use with
each other.

“The lizard that waves hello”

Quick stats

(M ADULT SIZE
18-24 in nose to tail

?1 DIET

Omnivore — insects + leafy greens

Q SOCIAL NEEDS
Solitary

Care at a glance

HOUSING
Large enclosure with basking lamp + UVB

)

JO- CLIMATE
" Basking 95-110°F + essential UVB light

X TIME COMMITMENT
Moderate

Great for
 Interactive reptile fans & families

« People who'll invest in the setup

LEGALITY

£ Widely legal (cannot be exported from Australia).

@ LIFESPAN
10-15 years

2O- ACTIVITY
Diurnal

@ HANDLING
Docile & handleable

Not for
X No-setup-budget keepers

X Anyone squeamish about live insects

Beyond Cats & Dogs - field reference




UNUSUAL PET - No. 08 INTERMEDIATE

Chinchilla

Chinchilla lanigera 00000

WHY IT TURNS HEADS

Fur so dense parasites can’t live
© © in it — so it bathes in volcanic

® dust.

“Cloud-soft fur, mountain-cool needs”

Quick stats

M ADULT SIZE @ LIFESPAN
~10-14 in with tail 10-20 years
g DIET Yy ACTIVITY
Herbivore — grass hay + pellets Crepuscular / nocturnal
oo SOCIAL NEEDS @ HANDLING
™ Often paired; gentle Delicate & fast (“fur slip”)

Care at a glance

0 HOUSING

Tall multi-level cage, chew toys, dust baths

* CLIMATE

Cool — below ~75°F; heat-sensitive!

X TIME COMMITMENT
Moderate—high

Great for Not for
 Cool homes & gentle, patient owners X Hot climates with no climate control
« Those ready for a 15+ year commitment X Grabby young children

LEGALITY
V4

Legal in most places; confirm local rules. Beyond Cats & Dogs - field reference




UNUSUAL PET - No. 09 INTERMEDIATE

Hermit Crab

Coenobita spp. 000CO

WHY IT TURNS HEADS

They line up by size to swap
shells in an orderly “vacancy
chain.”

“Social shell-swappers — not throwaway pets”

Quick stats

() ADULT SIZE @ LIFESPAN

Small to medium 10-20+ years (well kept)
?1 DIET ACTIVITY

Omnivore — commercial food, fruit, protein Nocturnal
00 SOCIAL NEEDS @ HANDLING

Colony — keep several Occasional & gentle

Care at a glance
HOUSING
Heated, humid “crabitat”; deep substrate; spare shells

CLIMATE
Warm & humid (gills must stay moist)

X TIME COMMITMENT
Moderate

Great for Not for
« Tropical-tank tenders keeping a group X “Cheap, easy starter pet” expectations
 People in it for the long haul X Anyone who'd disturb a molting crab

LEGALITY
V4

Legal in most places; some collection/import rules apply. Beyond Cats & Dogs - field reference




UNUSUAL PET - . BEGINNER

Quall DIFFICULTY

Coturnix / button quail | X JONOX®)

WHY IT TURNS HEADS

Coturnix quail go from hatching
to laying eggs in about six

® weeks.

“Tiny, quiet, egg-laying ground birds”

Quick stats

(m ADULT SIZE @ LIFESPAN
Palm- to hand-sized 2-4 years
g DIET 20- ACTIVITY
Game-bird feed + greens/insects “"  Diurnal
20 SOCIAL NEEDS @ HANDLING
Covey — keep in groups Flighty — watch over hold
Care at a glance
0 HOUSING
Floor space, low/padded ceiling, predator-proof
0 CLIMATE
Sheltered & dry
X TIME COMMITMENT
Low—moderate
Great for Not for
« Small-space egg keepers X Anyone wanting a cuddly individual
« People who enjoy a gentle flock X No predator-proofing

LEGALITY

<” Often governed by local poultry zoning rules. Beyond Cats & Dogs - field reference




UNUSUAL PET - No. BEGINNER

HlSSlng COCkroaCh DIFFICULTY

Gromphadorhina portentosa ®@O00O0O0

WHY IT TURNS HEADS

Hisses by forcing air through the
breathing holes along its body.

“The gentle giant of the insect world”

Quick stats

(M ADULT SIZE (© LIFESPAN
2-3 in long 2-5 years

g DIET  ACTIVITY
Detritivore — vegetables & grain Nocturnal

00 SOCIAL NEEDS { HANDLING
Happy in groups Docile & easy

Care at a glance

HOUSING
Secure lid (climbs glass!), warmth, humidity, hides

CLIMATE
Warm & humid
X TIME COMMITMENT
Very low
Great for Not for
 Curious kids & educators (supervised) X Squeamish households
 First-time invertebrate keepers X Anyone unready for breeding booms

LEGALITY
V4

Restricted in some areas as a non-native species. Check first. Beyond Cats & Dogs - field reference




UNUSUAL PET - . EXPERT

Skunk DIFFICULTY

Domestic (descented) o000 0O

WHY IT TURNS HEADS

Curious little “safe-crackers” —
then they flop in your lap for a
rub.

“Curious, playful, cat-meets-ferret”

Quick stats

() ADULT SIZE (© LIFESPAN
Cat-sized 6-10 years
¥ DIET Yy ACTIVITY
Omnivore — balanced diet; obesity-prone Crepuscular
O SOCIAL NEEDS { HANDLING
Solo or managed Affectionate & very curious

Care at a glance

0 HOUSING

Skunk-proofed home + daily enrichment

0 CLIMATE

Indoor companion

X TIME COMMITMENT

High
Great for Not for
« Experienced keepers with an exotic vet X Most households (legal + vet hurdles)
 Homes ready for a willful forager X Renters & frequent travelers

LEGALITY
V4

Banned or permit-only in many places; rabies-vector rules apply. Beyond Cats & Dogs - field reference




UNUSUAL PET - No. EXPERT

Capyhara

Hydrochoerus hydrochaeris 00000

WHY IT TURNS HEADS

A semi-aquatic zen master — it
genuinely needs water to swim in.

world’s largest — and mellowest — rodent”

Quick stats

(M ADULT SIZE @ LIFESPAN
100+ Ib 8-12 years
g DIET Yy ACTIVITY
Grazer — grass & hay Crepuscular
00 SOCIAL NEEDS @ HANDLING
Herd animal — never alone Gentle, but large & powerful

Care at a glance
HOUSING
Big space + a pool to swim in; keep 2 2

CLIMATE
Warm climate with water to submerge in

TIME COMMITMENT

Very high
Great for Not for
 Large-acreage, warm-climate owners X Suburban yards & single-pet homes
 People committed to keeping 2 2 X Cold climates

LEGALITY
V4

Heavily regulated — often banned or permit-only. Beyond Cats & Dogs - field reference




UNUSUAL PET - No. BEGINNER

Praying Mantls

Mantodea N JONOX®)

WHY IT TURNS HEADS

Swivels its triangular head to
track you — rare among insects.

“A pocket predator that watches you back”

Quick stats

() ADULT SIZE @ LIFESPAN
Small ~1 year
1§ DIET 20- ACTIVITY
Live insects " Active ambush hunter
O SOCIAL NEEDS @ HANDLING
Solitary (cannibalistic) Gentle; can be hand-fed

Care at a glance

HOUSING
Tall enclosure (molts hanging upside-down)

CLIMATE
Warm & humid for clean molts

X TIME COMMITMENT

Low
Great for Not for
 Curious observers wanting a short commitment X Anyone wanting a long-lived or cuddly pet
v/ Patient older kids & insect fans X The live-feed squeamish

LEGALITY

<" Rules on non-native species vary — check before buying. Beyond Cats & Dogs - field reference




UNUSUAL PET - No. EXPERT

Pot- Bellled Pig

Vietnamese pot-bellied 00000

WHY IT TURNS HEADS

There is no such thing as a
“teacup” pig — they grow far
bigger than buyers expect.

o

o

“Dog-smart, food-driven — and NOT a teacup”

Quick stats

m ADULT SIZE (O LIFESPAN
100-200 Ib at maturity 12-20 years

§g DIET 0. ACTIVITY
Controlled mini-pig diet; obesity-prone “"  Diurnal

0o SOCIAL NEEDS { HANDLING

(aa)

Social — ideally 2 2 Trainable but willful

Care at a glance
HOUSING
Space to root & roam + shelter

CLIMATE
Outdoor access to root

TIME COMMITMENT

Very high
Great for Not for
 Experienced owners where zoning allows X Apartments & livestock-banned zones
v Homes with real space & routine X Anyone swayed by the teacup myth

LEGALITY
V4

Frequently zoned as livestock — verify before you commit. Beyond Cats & Dogs - field reference




